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● Que son estándares?
– Reglas comunes / lenguaje común
– Usable por cada uno

● Porque usar un estándar?
– Para comunicar con más gente
– Para ahorrar dinero
– Para acelerar intercambio

Standards



 

 

● Usabilidad
– Hacerlo fácil de uso
– Guarda lo simple
– Hacerlo un placer de usar

● Accessibilidad
– Hacerlo usable por todos
– Hacerlo usable por todo, también

● Esto es hecho mejor usando...                    
                    ESTANDARES!

Usabilidad & Accessibilidad



 

● IRC/newsgroups
● HTTP: architecture of the web
● HTML: documents with links
● ECMAScript/JavaScript: dynamics
● CSS: split style and content
● XML: data interchange (SGML)
● XHTML, WAI, WCAG, vCard, iCal
● Microformats

Historia de los estándares web

SGML = Standard Generalized Markup Language



 

● [1990 – Internet] - [1986: SGML]
● 1997: HTML 3.2 y HTML 4.0

– World Wide Web Consortium: W3C – HTML 3.2
● http://www.w3.org

– Primeros navegadores (Mosaïc, Netscape 4.0, 
Internet Explorer 4.0, Opera 3.0)

– Navigators didn't allow non-valid HTML!
– HTML 4.0: 1st to recommend web 

accessibility (access key, title, stylesheet, ...)
– Beginning of the “browser's war”

History of web standards

http://www.w3.org/


 

● Tim Berners-Lee (Internet, HTML, HTTP, 
URLs)

History of web standards



 



 

● 1999
– Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI)
– Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG)
– WYSIWYG vs. WCAG, XHTML and CSS 2.0
– “browsers' war”: 

● IE against Netscape
● Netscape starts Mozilla Foundation (open-source)
● IE 5 comes free with Windows 95
● Netscape suffers a lot

History of web standards



 

● 2000
– XHTML 1.0
– MS Frontpage and Dreamweaver break it all
– WYSIWOYS and CMS: more people can write 

content, but no-one cares about the 
standards or accessibility

History of web standards



 

● 2001-2007
– A lot of content and different versions of 

standards
– Everybody uses the most common tool
– Nobody cares about the standard
– Standards not up-to-date
– Accessibility suffers
– 2003: Firefox appears
– 2005: microformats – improving meta-data

History of web standards



 

● Future
– Tools that respect standards

● open-source
● not always the most populars

– Laws that force websites to be accessible
● need to enforce the law

– Efforts from everybody to improve the web 
and make it a better place

● Similar to open-source effort

History of web standards



 

● Usability
– Faster to display, because simpler to read
– Same base make people work same direction

● Accessibility
– Recommendations available to any developer
– Standards help translating pages to braille
– Compatibility between browsers - anybody 

can use it from anywhere, it's the same

Why do standards improve 
Usability & Accessibility?
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Usability & Accessibility?



 

HTML
<html>

  <head>

    <title>Introduction to HTML</title>

  </head>

  <body>

    <h1>Introduction</h1>

    <p>The HTML standard defines a series of ...</p>

  </body>

</html>



 

XML
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<channel>

  <title>Dokeos Open-Source specialists</title>

  <link>http://dokeoslatinoamerica.wordpress.com</link>

  <language>en</language>

  <pubDate>Fri, 19 Sep 2008 04:45:51</pubDate>

</channel>

http://dokeoslatinoamerica.wordpress.com/


 

XHTML
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN" 
"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xml:lang="en" 
lang="en">

  <head>

    <title>Introduction to HTML</title>

  </head>

  <body>

    <h1>Introduction</h1>

    <p>The HTML standard defines a series of ...</p>

  </body>

</html>



 

XHTML



 

Validation

● Use 
– http://validator.w3.org/check
– The Firefox web developer extension

http://validator.w3.org/check


 



 



 



 



 

Without microformat
<div>

  <div>Joe Doe</div>

  <div>The Example Company</div>

  <div>604-555-1234</div>

  <a href="http://example.com/">example.com</a>

</div>



 

With microformat
<div class="vcard">

   <div class="fn">Joe Doe</div>

   <div class="org">The Example Company</div>

   <div class="tel">604-555-1234</div>

   <a class="url" 
href="http://example.com/">example.com</a>

</div>



 

Conclusion

● Usability improves ease of use
● Accessibility widens the public
● Using standards is good and easy
● Using standards improves work quality



 

● A Journey Through Accessibility

– http://juicystudio.com/article/journey-through-accessibility.php

● The web standards project

– http://www.webstandards.org/learn/faq/

● World Wide Web Consortium

– http://www.w3c.org

● A history of web development

– http://www.quirksmode.org/oddsandends/history_webdev.html

● Microformats

– http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microformats
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Muchas gracias!
Preguntas?

http://www.dokeos.com/latino
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